[image: ]






____________________________________________________________

FOLLOW ME – The Cost of Following Jesus!
March 8, 2026
Rev. Scott Prime
____________________________________________________________

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Do you have control issues?

With a human-made puzzle, you have the satisfaction of being completely in control: you start the challenge from the beginning, and you move all the way to the end. That's a satisfaction you don't get much in real life. You feel in control, and that's a great feeling. Will Shortz

The COST in FOLLOWING JESUS is giving up ____________!

Many people are not ____________ about ____________ their own cross! 

Mark 8:31-38 NLT 

Mark writes in 1:31 - ____________ ____________! 

Jesus reveals several areas of control that must be surrendered:

1st – Following Jesus Means ____________ ____________!

To ____________ ____________ is to ____________ to be 
____________ by our own ____________ - ____________! 

To deny oneself is to be aware only of Christ and no more of self, to see only him who goes before and no more the road which is too hard for us. Once more, all that self-denial can say is: "He leads the way, keep close to him.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, German theologian 

Luke 22:42-44 NLT 

Self-denial is surrendering:
MY ____________
MY ____________ 
MY Right to be in _____________
MY ____________ to be ____________

I can say that I never knew what joy was like until I gave up pursuing happiness, or cared to live until I chose to die. For these two discoveries, I am beholden to Jesus. Malcolm Muggeridge, British journalist and Christian apologist

2nd – Following Jesus Means ____________ up our ____________! 

When Jesus said, "If you are going to follow me, you have to take up a cross," it was the same as saying, "Come and bring your electric chair with you. Take up the gas chamber and follow me." He did not have a beautiful gold cross in mind–the cross on a church steeple or on the front of your Bible. Jesus had in mind a place of execution. Billy Graham
To take up our cross means:

Dying to ____________ 		Dying to ____________ 
Dying to ____________ 		Dying to ____________ 
Dying to the need to ____________

3rd – Following Jesus Means ____________ ____________!

____________ yourself → ____________ yourself!

Save yourself communicates: 

____________ yourself 
____________ yourself 
____________ yourself

____________ yourself → ____________ yourself!
What is Jesus asking you to lay down?


Notes:
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